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DR. K. S. RAJANNA

Dr. K. S. Rajanna himself a Divyang having lost both his hands and feet in his
childhood, is known for his works for the welfare of persons with disabilities.

2. Born on 6" December, 1959 in village Koppa in Mandya District, Dr. Rajanna studied
SSLC and Diploma in Mechanical Engineering. His ability to engage in activities like Writing,
Walking, Running, Swimming and floating on water for hours together, driving four-wheelers
and riding two wheelers defies the limitations imposed by his physical condition.Braving all
odds up against him, he has made spectacular achievements in various fields like Social
Work, Sports, Arts, Industry, Administration and Justice. His life is an inspiration to all.

3. Dr. Rajanna is an acclaimed artist in various forms of art. He won first prize in the State
Level painting competition organized by the State of Karnataka in the year around 1971-72.
He, in 1980 established M/s. Shine Disabled Industries under self-employment scheme
through which he provided employment to around 500 persons, majority being disabled
persons, and given skill development training to around thousands of poor and disabled
persons. He also guided and helped them to avail entitled benefits from the Government to
start their own industries for self- employment and to lead independent and respectable life.

4. As the first and only disabled person to hold the position of State Commissioner for
Persons with Disabilities in the history of Karnataka, Dr. Rajanna has been instrumental in
enacting and executing policies that promoted inclusivity and accessibility for Divyangs. This
has markedly created a Divyang- Friendly atmosphere and improved the lives of Divyang
people in the state. He has represented India in International Paralympics in 2002 held in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and earned Gold Medal in Athletic Discus Throw and Silver Medal in
Swimming and made the country proud. He is an ardent social worker, tirelessly advocating
the welfare of marginalized communities and working relentlessly to ensure that they receive
benefits they are entitled to.

SE Dr. Rajanna is the recipient of numerous awards and honours. The Government of India
conferred on him "National Award" for the Welfare of Persons with Disabilities in 2003. The
Karnataka Government conferred on him "Kannada Rajyotsava Award" for achievements in
various fields in 2020. In 2000, the Karnataka Government conferred on him "State Award" for
social work and Industrialist. Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike conferred on him "Kempegowda
Award" for sports in 2003 and was awarded "Karnataka Vishwakarma Ratna" by Karnataka
State Vishwakarma Mahamandala in 2014. In 2016, his name was entered in "Limca Book of
Records" by Coca-Cola India and South-West Asia. He has been conferred Honorary Doctorate
by Indian Virtual University for Peace and Education in 2017. He received Honorary felicitation
award by Akhila Bharatha Kannada Sahitya Parishat in 2023. He received the Sevaa Dharmik
Award by Chaitanya Social Cultural Organization Telangana in 2014. He was awarded the
\Prerana Puraskara award by Jolle Group of Employment Examba in 2013. /
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